
An Onramp 

From a certain vantage point, the Antioch Bridge appears to climb to 
absurd heights in a vertiginous sweep of asphalt and pre-stressed 
concrete more Evel Knieval than 18-wheeler laden with onions or 
flatscreen tv’s or wire fencing or black plastic sheeting destined for 
rows of strawberries. From this wildly foreshortened perspective, the 
bridge becomes an impossible object, loses its ability to reasonably 
conduct traffic, but gains a fabulous dimension, a traffic conveyance 
that abdicates its function and snatches up a mythic potential.  

In 1965 three circus lions escaped from a truck on the Antioch Bridge. 
Two were recaptured. The third lion drowned in the San Joaquin River. 
 



˙sqɯnɥʇ ʎq ʎlǝɹıʇuǝ ʇsoɯlɐ pǝʇɐɹǝdo sı puɐ sɹǝzılɐɹıds uo sǝʇɐxıɟ ʇɐɥʇ 
puıʞ ǝɥʇ 'ʇɟɐɹɔǝƃɐʇs ɔıʇsǝɯop ɟo ǝdʎʇ ƃuıʇıɔxǝun ʎllɐǝɹ ɐ ɟo 
ǝɔuɐllıǝʌɹns ssǝlpuǝ ɟo ʇɐɥʇ ɟo pɐǝʇsuı ǝʞɐs uʍo ɹıǝɥʇ ɹoɟ ƃuıʍolɟ 
ʇuǝds ɹǝʇʇǝq ǝq plnoʍ suoɹʇɔǝlǝ sʇı sǝpıɔǝp puɐ uoıʇɐƃnɾqns sʇı ɥʇıʍ 
pǝıɟsıʇɐssıp puɐ pǝlʇunɹƃsıp sʇǝƃ ǝɹɐʍʇɟos ǝɥʇ puɐ ʇı uo ʇlɐqoɔ ǝɯos 
ǝʌɐɥ oʇ ʇno suɹnʇ ʞɔoɹ ǝɔɐds ʎqɹɐǝu ɐ puɐ ǝlɐd ooʇ ʇıq ɐ sʇǝƃ ʇop ǝnlq 
ǝɥʇ ǝsɐɔ uı dɯɐɹɟɟo pod ǝdɐɔsǝ uɐ puɐ uoısuɐɯ-ɹǝʞunq ɐ puɐ uoısuɐɯ ɐ 
puɐ ɹǝʞunq ɐ plınq ʇɥƃıɯ ʎnƃ ʇɐɥʇ os ǝɹǝɥʇ uʍop ʇop ǝnlq ǝlɐd ʇɐɥʇ ɟo 
ʇno ʎuuǝd ʎɹǝʌǝ ƃuıƃuıɹʍ 'sǝʇıllǝʇɐs ɟo ʞɔolɟ s’ʎnƃ ǝɯos ɟo sɹıɐɥssoɹɔ 
ǝɥʇ uı oƃɹɐɔ snoıɔǝɹd ǝɥʇ ʇnd ʇɐɥʇ sɹoʇɐɹǝdo ʎɹɐuıq ɟo sǝuıl ǝɯos ɟo 
ʇsǝɥǝq ǝɥʇ ʇɐ uoıl ppo ǝɥʇ puɐ 'sɹoʇɐƃpɐoɹ 'sʇnouɹnq ƃuıƃpop 'ʍoʇ uı 
sɹǝzılɐɹıds ʎɹǝʌılǝp-ʎɐp-ʇxǝu ɥʇıʍ 061 ǝʇnoɹ ǝʇɐʇs uʍop ƃuıʎlɟ 
ʇuɐuozɐɯɐ ǝɯos ɟo ǝsuǝdxǝ ǝɥʇ ʇɐ uoıʇɔɐɟsıʇɐs ɹǝɥʇɹnɟ ɹoɟ uoıʇsǝƃƃns ɐ 
oʇ uo sʎɐʍlɐ ƃuıssɐd 'uoıʇɐɹǝqıl pǝsɐq-uoıʇdɯnsuoɔ ɟo ǝɯɐu ǝɥʇ uı 
ʎɔɐʌıɹd ɟo ǝuo ƃuıppıɹ ɟo ǝʞɐs ǝɥʇ ɹoɟ uoıʇɔɐɟsıʇɐssıp puɐ uoıʇɐʌıɹdǝp 
s’ǝuo ɟo sʇuǝʇuoɔ ǝɥʇ uo pǝsɐq ǝɔuǝssǝ ǝʌıʇɔǝɾqns ʇɹɐdɯı ʇɐɥʇ 
sɹoʇɐɹǝdo ʎɹɐuıq ɟo sǝuıl ʍǝɟ ɐ ʎq pǝʇɔǝdsuı 'pǝʇɔǝlɟuı 'pǝʇɔǝɾuı 
'pǝʇɔǝlǝs sǝɔuǝıpnɐ ʇǝƃɹɐʇ sʇı ɟo uoıʇɐuıƃɐɯı ǝɥʇ sploɔs puɐ sɐuıʇǝɹ 
ǝɥʇ suɹnq sısǝɥʇıʇuɐ pǝsıʌǝlǝʇ sʇı ǝlıɥʍ sɹǝɯɯıs llıʇs uoıʇnloʌǝɹ 
pǝsıʌǝlǝʇun ǝɥʇ 'ʇuıod ǝƃɐʇuɐʌ uıɐʇɹǝɔ ɐ ɯoɹɟ 

On a structural level the ramp is a continuous plane that changes the 
vertical position of the user, a change in level often, depending on 
the setting, accessible by both biomechanical and mechanical-
mechanical locomotion. Because of this change in elevation produced by 
the smooth and uninterrupted slope, the ramp might accumulate 
significance beyond its purely transportational value; it may 
additionally induce a state change in the user. 

The specific geometry of the ascending/descending modality, be it 
planar, hyperbolic, spherical, or parametric, determines the force of 
acceleration that attends the transversal vector of ramp use. The 
experience of ramp use thus is a function of ramp geometry and the 
initial conditions of the ramp user. This dictates the ramp-based 
transition as form and force with an end toward state-change. The 
state accessed through ramp use depends on design, location, and 
approach. 

- Tim McCall 

Approximate Distances from Antioch Bridge for reference: 

1600 Amphitheatre Parkway, Mountain View — 67 miles 
Backdoor (spillway behind Hillsdale High School) — 72 miles 
1 Apple Park Way, Cupertino — 73 miles 
1 Hacker Way, Menlo Park — 71 miles 
UC Santa Cruz — 99 miles 
UC San Diego — 461 miles


